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In statements to Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA (03/17/87), Segundo Montes, sociology
professor at the Jose Simeon Canas Central American University in San Salvador, the number
of displaced persons in El Salvador at present is about 700,000. He said 500,000 of the total are
civilians forced to move from villages in the countryside due to "continual military operations" by
the Salvadoran army and air force. The remainder were left without homes and jobs as a result of
the earthquake affecting the capital city last October. According to Montes, an estimated one million
Salvadorans have traveled to the United States since 1980. Some 250,000 Salvadorans are currently
residing in Mexico. He said that while he did not have access to credible estimates, large numbers of
Salvadorans have also migrated to Canada, Panama, Costa Rica and to countries in Western Europe.
Finally, he indicated that over 32,000 people have escaped the fighting in the country by setting up
tents in Honduras near the Salvadoran border.
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